MARY L. LANDRIEU

LOUISIANA

Lnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1804

June 22, 2010

The Honorable Ray Mabus
Secretary

United States Navy

2000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20350-2000

Dear Secretary Mabus:

As you prepare to undertake the enormous responsibility of fulfilling President Obama’s historic
pledge to restore the ‘Gulf Coast beyond responding to the crisis of the moment’, I want to
extend an invitation for you to join me in Louisiana to review the extensive work to protect and

restore our coast that has been underway for decades.

In order for you to understand the urgency and acuteness of the challenges we face in Louisiana,
[ believe that it is imperative that you to hear directly from Louisiana experts and stakeholders,

and the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority as soon as possible.

As we discussed during our phone conversation last week, I urge you to keep several principles

in mind that are essential to the success of your mission:

Immediate Sharing of Qil and Gas Revenue

To fulfill President Obama’s promise to leave the Gulf Coast better that it
was before the BP oil disaster, Gulf Coast states need a dedicated and robust
stream of funding to restore and protect our coast for the long-term. In the short-
term, these funds should be provided by a fair distribution of revenue from
offshore oil and gas production similar to what interior states have received since
1920.

Utilize Existing Plans for Coastal Restoration and Protection

In 2006, the State of Louisiana adopted a comprehensive master plan for
its coast entitled “Integrated Ecosystem Restoration and Hurricane Protection:
Louisiana's Comprehensive Master Plan for a Sustainable Coast.” This plan was
based on decades of work and earlier plans (SEE ATTACHED TIMELINE). This
master plan should be the basis for a coordinated Federal-State action effort
covering flood control, navigation, emergency preparedness, and ecosystem
restoration. Its development is based upon decades of science, public comment
and planning by the state and Federal government. The near-term plan that will
be undertaken by the federal government was authorized in the Water Resources
Development Act of 2007 as the LCA (Louisiana Coastal Area). This is a $2
billion authorization which is still waiting for funding through Congress’ annual
appropriations process.
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Establish an Independent Federal-State Authority or Entity to Expedite the
Implementation of Coastal Protection and Restoration

The establishment of a new governing authority would serve as an entity
to coordinate and expedite coastal activities between the Federal, state and local
level, not duplicate or add a layer of bureaucracy to slow an already interminable
Federal process. Also, independent science and engineering should drive decision
making, planning and implementation, and create new technologies that can be
commercialized for economic development in Gulf region. There are several
models that could be utilized in the establishment of this entity, most notably, the
Dutch-based water institute Deltares. Deltares is an independent research institute
that finds innovative solutions for deltas, coastal areas and river basins by
leveraging private, public and academic resources.

[ look forward to bringing you up to speed on these important principles, as well as, hosting you
for an aerial tour of our coast. Do not hesitate to contact me or my staff contact for these issues,
Tanner A. Johnson at (202) 224-8853 or tanner_johnson@landrieu.senate.gov, at your
convenience.

With kindest regards, I am,

Sincerely,

Gosg it

Mary L. Landrieu
United States Senator
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