@Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

December 21, 2010

The Honorable Steven Chu

U S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Secretary Chu:

We are writing to reiterate our strong support for Next Autoworks Company’s loan application
under the Department of Energy’s Advanced Technology Vehicle Manufacturing (ATVM)
program and inquire about the status of the application

Next Autoworks resubmitted a revised ATVM application in May 2010 that was almost
immediately declared substantially complete and expeditiously reviewed for technical and
financial merit. We appreciate the Department’s work to move the application through several

critical stage-gates over the past several months.

Next Autoworks has the ability to transform communities in Louisiana by bringing critical
economic growth and jobs to our state and region. As you know, the company plans to re-
equip a former Guide Corp plant in Monroe, LA that was shuttered in 2006 and establish a
production facility that would bring approximately 1,400 direct jobs and an additional 1,800
indirect jobs to Northeast Louisiana. In addition, the project will create thousands of jobs at
supplier facilities across the U.S. The State of Louisiana and local communities have already
demonstrated their commitment to the project by offering the company $82 million in grants,
$12 8 in employee training services, and an estimated $33 8 million in tax abatements to

sunnort the nraoiect
pp the project.

Every day that Next Autoworks” application is delayed is another day that workers cannot be
hired to begin work at the Monroe site and help mitigate our state’s continued high
unemployment rate. Moreover, continued delay in the financing for the project will also
negatively impact the vehicle’s launch timing and this Administration’s goals for fuel economy.
DOE’s own environmental assessment of this project, issued in October 2010, states that Next
Autoworks’ vehicle will have a significant positive impact on fleet fuel economy and the
environment by providing a high quality, affordabie “green” car to the American market.

We strongly urge you to continue to expedite Next Autoworks’ application. We would request
an update on the status of the application and expected timeframe for moving forward before

the end of the year
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Sincerely,
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